considerably inferior to that of the Turks, who were supplied with new
guns produced at the Krupp works in Germany. The Russian soldiers,
on the other hand, were ordered to "use bullets sparingly" and to make
the bayonet charge their chief object in battle on account of the shortage
of cartridges.

The Russian army crossed the Danube in the summer of 1877.
The soldiers displayed miracles of heroism and courage, especially
during the famous defence of the Shipka Pass across the Balkans, when,
under the rigorous conditions of winter, in trenches and snow-built
fortifications, the Russian soldiers repulsed an assault of the Turks
and thus saved the army from imminent defeat. But the men's heroism
was offset, more often than not, by the incapacity of their generals.
The Russian, command failed to make proper provision for protecting
the flanks and lines of communications of the advancing army. A large
Turkish army under General Osman Pasha operating in the vicinity
of the strong Turkish fortress of Plevna represented a particular menace.
Unless Plevna was taken the tsarist army could not make the passage
of the Balkans. The Russian troops three times attempted the storm
of Plevna, but owing to insufficient preparation the assault failed
each time. The Russian command then invested Plevna which it subject-
ed to a long siege. After the fall of Plevna the Russian troops crossed
the ice-clad mountain ridges amid blizzards and frost and drew up to
Constantinople. England, however, had brought her fleet into the Sea
of Marmora and threatened to make war on Russia if she attempted
to take Constantinople. Austria, supported by Germany, also took up
a hostile attitude. Simultaneously with war on the European front,
military operations against Turkey were also in progress in Transcau-
casia. Here the Turks were severely defeated by the Russians who took
the fortress of Ardahan and Kars.   -

A preliminary treaty of peace was signed at San Stefano (near
Constantinople) in February 1878, under which Russia received the
mouth of the Danube, thus establishing direct connection between
Russian territory and the Balkan Peninsula. A Slav Bulgarian princi-
pality was formed in the Balkans. Turkey was compelled to recognize
the independence of Serbia, Montenegro and Rumania. The Transcauca-
sian cities of Ardahan, Ears, Bayazit and Bati m were ceded to Russia.
Tsarism was to receive frqm Turkey an indemnity of 310,000,000
rubles.

The San Stefano Treaty, which strengthened Russia, ran counter
to the interests of Austria and, England who demanded the treaty's
revision at a European congress.

At the congress held in Berlin in 1878 tsarist Russia was compelled
to ma&e concessions, for she could not possibly fight both Austria and
England. Following the decisions of the Berlin Congress Bosnia and
Herzegovina were occupied by Austro-Hungarian troops; Bulgaria